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Grassroots group 
seeks to block 

SSI incorporation
By Matthew J. Permar
Keep Glynn United, a re-

cently formed grassroots or-
ganization set to oppose the 
incorporation of St. Simons Is-
land held their organizational 
meeting last week.

The organization is made 
up of both St. Simons Island 
and Brunswick residents who 
fear island incorporation will 
increase property taxes coun-
ty-wide as stated in the recent 
Georgia Tech study.

The group’s leadership 
team includes Tony Sammons, 
Larry Rogers, Gloria Burns, 
Pat Cooper, Sandy Dean, Hal 
Hart, Mitchell Davenport and 
Robert Ussery.

About 100 people turned 
out at the kick off meeting 
held at Bennie’s Red Barn 
Wednesday night.

Red Terror / Pirate football lend a hand

Local high schools 
donate spare football 

gear to West Va. school
by Pamela Permar-Shierling

Dr. Rick Townsend’s daugh-
ter Haley works in a West Vir-
ginia community recently rav-
aged by flooding.

Dr. Townsend, CEO of 
Golden Isles Career Acad-
emy, began hearing from his 
daughter that many of her co-
workers are from the Charles-
ton, W. Va. area and attended 
Herbert Hoover High School 
in the Kanawha School Dis-
trict. She told him Hoover’s 
athletic department had been 
devastated by the flooding.

That’s when Townsend 

began to 
c o n s i d e r 
what and 
how much 
the Glynn 
C o u n t y 
School System could do to 
help.

The Environmental Pro-
tection Division, according to 
Townsend, has condemned ev-
erything including the school 
building. The students will at-
tend school in portables next 
year. The football team won’t 
exist without help.
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City to sell 
property to 

School Board
by Pamela Permar-

Shierling
After an executive session 

last Wednesday, the Bruns-
wick City Commission came 
back into public session and 
voted unanimously to sell 2.05 
acres of property located at 
515 Lanier Blvd. to the Glynn 
County Board of Education for 
$118,000.

According to Mike Hulsey, 
Chairman of the Board of Ed-
ucation, the BOE hasn’t taken 
official action yet on the pur-
chase and will probably vote 
at their meeting on Tuesday, 
July 26.

The pie-shaped piece of 
property is bordered on the 
north by Glynn Middle School 
and on the west and south by 
511 Lanier Blvd.

The city commission also 
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JIA to study 
handicapped 
beach access
by Pamela Permar-

Shierling
Widget Richards, who is 

from Marietta and an advo-
cate for the disabled, and oth-
ers have been working to  get 
the Jekyll Island Authority to 
improve beach access for the 
handicapped, especially those 
in wheel chairs.

There is a problem with 
beach access for wheelchair 
bound people because the 
Mobi-Mats®, an ADA beach 
access mat, do not extend far 
enough to roll a wheelchair 
easily onto to Jekyll’s hard 
packed beach sand.

The Authority has resisted 
extending the mats saying its 
Dept. of Natural Resources 
permit does not allow for ex-
tending the mats although 

Townsend and Steve Wa-
ters, Athletic Director for the 
Glynn County School System, 
put their heads together and 
contacted Glynn Academy 
football coach Rocky  Hidalgo 
and Brunswick High football 

Above: Glynn Academy (GA) head football 
coach Rocky Hidalgo, (left to right) Glynn 
County School System Athletic Director 
Steve Waters, GA Director of Football 
Operations Scooter Grant and Golden Isles 
Career Academy CEO Rick Townsend 
take a container full of football gear out to 
Townsend’s car that will take it to ‘Out of the 
Box Receiving’ for shipping to West Virginia. 
Below: Grant and Coach Hidalgo pack up 
spare shoulder pads.
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Pilar hotel on 
Ocean Blvd. 
rejected by 

island planners
By Matthew J. Permar
Last week Glynn County’s 

Island Planning Commission 
(IPC) said no to a three-story 
hotel that was proposed to be 
built on Ocean Blvd. on St. 
Simons Island that was de-
scribed as “appearing to be a 
four-story building due to the 
flood plain and the ground 
floor being the parking lot.”

The IPC’s Tuesday, July 
19 meeting was the fourth 
time the site plan for the Pi-
lar Hotel was on the agenda 
after the developer requested 
several deferrals to modify the 
plan.

The final version of the site 
plan was for a 21-room ho-
tel, which was down from 26 
rooms that was presented to 
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