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Grand Opening at Safe Harbor

By Matthew J. Permar

After the last Glynn County
Commission meeting in April,
County Manager Alan Ours
gave the local media copies of
the proposed 2018 fiscal year
budget.
The proposed budget calls
for a general fund millage
rate increase of 2 mils, which
would increase it from 5.673
mils to 7.673 mils.
According to the budget report, “Between 2009 and 2013
the assessed (property) value
in Glynn County dropped by
$1.5 billion dollars. The practical application of this reduction was reduced assessed
value of individual homes and
businesses in Glynn.”
“In accordance with the
Scarlett-Williams legislation,
when the value of an owner
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The boaters’
side of the
marina issue

By Matthew J. Permar

Recently the Glynn County
Commission agreed to fund
$9,000 for repairs to the docks
at the St. Simons Marina at
Gascoigne Bluff on the Frederica River that were damaged
during Hurricane Matthew.
The county owns the marina and leases it to the nonprofit St. Simons Boating and
Fishing Club (SSBF).
The $9,000 will be used
with a $30,000 Dept. of Natural Resources grant obtained
by the SSBF.
The SSBF first came with
their request at a county work
session in March. The commission formally approved
the money a week or so later
at their regular meeting on
Thursday. April 6.
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Shore protection
tables JIA
request for a
general permit
By Pamela PermarShierling

Above: Cutting the
ribbon
to
officially
open the new Safe
Harbor
children’s
facility downtown at the
intersection of Norwich
and Gloucester Streets
in Brunswick last week
were: (left to right)
Pastor L.E. Williams
of the First African
Baptist Church; Muriel
Windolf; Jack Windolf,
chairman Safe Harbor
Board of Directors; City
Commissioner
Julie
Martin; Safe Harbor
Executive Director Leslie Hartman; and Jeff Misner, treasurer of Safe Harbor Board of Directors.
Below: the new Safe Harbor building as it faces Norwich St.
Islander Staff Photos - Shierling

Safe Harbor celebrates grand opening of new
children’s facility in Brunswick

The new Safe Harbor Children’s Shelter on Norwich
Street celebrated its grand
opening last week nearly 10
months after breaking ground.
Safe Harbor began 26 years
ago for children in need of a
safe, loving home. It is a sanctuary where children can get
away from abuse and neglect
and receive immediate aid,

By Pamela Permar-Shierling
counsel and comfort.
“It is a state of the art, secure, and safe home for our
children,” said Leslie Hartman, Safe Harbor’s Executive
Director, “and they can’t wait
to move in.”
The children will be moved
from the shelter on Gloucester
Street which will be turned
into a transitional living

center for 18 to 22 year olds.
City Commissioner Julie
Martin said, “This beautiful
facility seemed to come together quickly. You can see that
quality construction and love
have gone into this building
and it’s the first new building
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Last Friday, in a confusing decision making process,
the Georgia Dept. of Natural Resources’ (DNR) Shore
Protection Committee (SPC)
tabled a request from the Jekyll Island Authority (JIA) for
a general permit to use as “a
management tool to facilitate
more efficient and effective
management of the dynamic, sensitive, and valuable
beachfront-shoreline on Jekyll
Island.”
The SPC operates under
the aegis of the DNR’s Coastal
Resources Division (CRD),
The JIA requested the general permit to work in the
Island’s jurisdictional area
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C4SSI / RUPA
hold final town
hall meet
By Pamela PermarShierling

Members of Citizens For
St. Simons Island (C4SSI) and
Residents United for Planning
and Action (RUPA) met with
the public last week during a
town hall meeting to discuss
the culmination of the work
they have done with several
groups over the past several
months.
George Ragsdale, who led
the meeting, said three workshops and three town hall
meetings have been held.
“We want to review the community’s expectations of what
good looks like,” Ragsdale
said. “Then go to the County
Commission with our expectations of what good looks like
and ask them to support it.”
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