
-occupied house drops, so do the prop-
erty taxes. As long as the same owner 
lives in the house the taxes remain 
the same even though the value of 
the house may increase.”

“In the 2016 tax year, 62.7% of all 
residential property owners paid less 
in county taxes than they did in 2009, 
yet they received the same or greater 
services from Glynn County.”

“With the additional millage, the 
tax rate for Glynn County will still be 
less than any other county in South 
East Georgia and will remain one of 
the lowest tax rates in Georgia.”

“The tax rate for Glynn County 
was 8.4 mils in 1992 and was lowered 
to the current rate of 5.673 mils in 
2009 and has remained at that rate 

were present.
Carswell said that group had nev-

er been formed. 
At the beginning of the JIA permit 

discussion SPC chair Mark Williams, 
who is the Commissioner of the DNR 
and also sits on the JIA board, re-
cused himself and left his seat.

SPC member Richard Gard-
ner served as chair for this permit 
hearing.

SPC member William Hodges 
made a motion to approve the per-
mit request and added 13 special 
conditions.

During the committee discus-
sion of the motion, member Henry 
Morgan stated that he had read the 
code section and the permit and said, 
“It’s (the permit) outside the bounds 
of the law. It’s void. We can’t even 
consider this. I can’t possibly rule on 
something when all the information 
required by the code is not included.”

After Morgan spoke SPC member 
Zach Harris said he’s like to make a 
motion.

It was determined that the motion 
on the floor had to be voted on before 
Harris could make another motion. 
However he was allowed to state his 
motion which was to table the deci-
sion / discussion until more informa-
tion was received.

When the vote was called no one 
voted in favor of the motion to ap-
prove the permit and Morgan was the 
only no vote.

18 budget costs are: Public Safety - 
$30.86 million; Public Works - $10.61 
million; Judiciary - $7.19 million; 
General Government - $9.67 mil-
lion; Culture and Recreation - $3.86 
million; Housing and Development 
- $3.69 million; Capital - $1.63 mil-
lion; Debt Service - $1.98 million; and 
Health and Welfare - $774,995.

The county commission will dis-
cuss the budget at two work sessions 
at 3:00 Wednesday, May 3 and 2:00 
Thursday, May 11.

These will be followed by public 
hearings when citizens may comment 
before a vote by the commission.   p
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Presenting Sponsor Event Host

Corporate Sponsors
Ameris Bank,  Brunswick Cellulose,  The Brunswick News,  Coastal Bank of Georgia

Georgia Power,  Gilbert Harrell Sumerford & Martin,  Gulfstream,  Int’l Longshoremen’s Assn.
McGinty-Gordon & Associates, Nash Contractors,  Optim Medical Center, 

Rich Products,  Seaboard Construction, South Coast Bank & Trust
Media Sponsors

90.7 WAY Radio,  Elegant Island Living,  Fendig Outdoor
Golden Isles Broadcasting,  iHeart Media,  Paisley Magazine 
Paramount Printing & Design, The Islander,  WBQO 93.7 FM

Tickets: $25 advance / $30 at the door / $200 for 10 Tickets
Call 265-0620 today for tickets!

Order online at www.brunswickgoldenisleschamber.com

Brunswick-Golden Isles
Chamber of Commerce
23rd Annual Chamber

Experience
Wednesday, May 24, 2017

5:30-8:30 pm
Sea Palms Resort &
Conference Center

Live & Silent Auction
Raffle • Food • Wine Grab
Live Music by Tonic Blue

Wine Grab SponsorLive Auction Sponsor Big Green Egg
Raffle Sponsor

Silent Auction Sponsor Entertainment Sponsor

County budget
Continued from Page 1

Jekyll permit 
Continued from Page 8

since then.”
Here’s a snapshot of how much 2 

mils will increase your property taxes:
$100,000 (of home value) equals 

$80 annually or $6.67 per month
$200,000 equals $200 or $16.67 per 

month
$500,000 equals $400 or $33.33 per 

month.
According to county staff, revenue 

growth continues to be moderate and 
in some areas sluggish. However, the 
Property Appraisal Office has esti-
mated a 4% increase in the tax digest, 
which is the most promising increase 
since 2009.

The proposed FY 2018 budget calls 
for an end to the trend started dur-
ing the economic downturn by taking 
funds from the General Fund fund 
balance and the Fire Fund fund bal-
ance to balance both funds, which is 

not sustainable in the long term.
The proposed budget does call for a 

millage increase in both the General 
Fund and the Fire Fund.

The proposed increase in expendi-
tures, according to the administra-
tion, and the adjustment to the cur-
rent millage rate is consistent with 
the budget discussion and directive at 
the county commission’s retreat that 
was held last February.

The county’s three main expen-
diture areas are: personnel (58%), 
operating costs (38%) and Capital 
(4%) which includes vehicles and 
equipment.

Broken down by function, the FY 

When the chair couldn’t count the 
vote because two refused to vote, he 
tried again.

This time Gardner, who made the 
motion to approve the permit and 
added the 13 special conditions, voted 
yes, Morgan voted no and Harris vot-
ed a reluctant no.

Harris then made a motion to table 
the project until staff could conduct a 
review to ensure the project contained 
all statutory required elements.

After more discussion the motion 
was changed to table the project until 
a SPC special called meeting or until 
the next SPC meeting.   p

Library Event
The Fantasy Coloring Club for 

Adults At BWK Public Library Thurs-
day, May 11 @ 12:30pm until 2pm 
Brunswick-Glynn County Library, 
208 Gloucester St. 912-279-374. Many 
adults find coloring to be a stress re-
lieving activity. The MOGL libraries 
offer a time and place for adults to 
gather and enjoy this relaxing pas-
time. Supplies will be made available 
to participants on the first and third 
Wednesday of the month at our SSI 
location and on the second and fourth 
Thursday of the month at our down-
town Brunswick library. The time is 
the same at both locations, 12:30pm 
until 2pm. Come and join the fun. p


