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JIA responds to criticism over turtle lighting violations
BY TROY FORE
The Jekyll Island Authority
has denied claims that violations
of beachfront lighting are preventing sea turtles from successfully nesting on the Island.
The claims, laid out in an article in the Florida Times-Union,
were focused on the new Westin
Jekyll Island hotel – the tallest
structure on the Island and the
closest the beach.
The issue grew out of an annual survey of beach lighting
conducted by the Georgia Department of Natural Resources
and the JIA Conservation Program. The lighting regulations
are designed to minimize interference with the turtle nesting activities. Excess lighting can
discourage turtles from nesting
and can disorient turtle hatchlings as they crawl out toward
the surf after emerging from the
nest.
This year’s lighting survey,
conducted shortly after the
Westin opened this spring, found
the most violations at the new facility, but also identified violations at other beachfront
locations as well, including some
facilities operated by the JIA itself.
The JIA released a statement
reiterating the Authority’s commitment to sea turtle conserva-

tion, saying it “is among the
highest priorities” of the JIA.
(See sidebar: “Sea turtle conservation.”)
The JIA also released a pointby-point refutation of what it
identified as incorrect points in
the FTU article. (See sidebar:
“Nesting facts” for a summary of
JIA’s rebuttal.) Historic data provided by the JIA on sea turtle
nesting on the Island support the
statements that the admitted
lighting violations are having
negligible effect on nesting activities.
The lighting violations themselves are being corrected, and
some have already been accomplished. Despite a 10-day deadline for corrections in the lighting
ordinance, JIA says it has “the
prerogative … to work with businesses to develop a reasonable
timeline for compliance.”
In an article published in the
Brunswick News, Westin general manager Alex Lugo said that
seven of the hotel’s 10 citied violations have been corrected and
progress is being made toward
correcting the other three. The
most difficult correction appears
to be outside lighting on guestroom balconies. He said that
the hotel is seeking alternatives
there.

JIA’s sea turtle conservation
Sea turtle conservation is among the highest of priorities for
the Jekyll Island Authority. That is why the JIA has the strictest
beach lighting ordinance and fields the most extensive sea turtle research and nest monitoring program in coastal Georgia
through our Sea Turtle Center. It is vitally important, for the protection of the magnificent, endangered loggerheads and for
Jekyll Island’s attraction as an environmentally responsible
community, that our beach lighting ordinance is complied with.
That is why the JIA Conservation Program makes sure our businesses are made aware of violations and consequences for noncompliance. Any business that does not respond to these
warnings with action and urgency can expect and citation and
fine.
- Ben Carswell, JIA Director of Conservation

Turtle nesting facts:
•For all of Jekyll Island, there are nearly twice as many nests from May to June 2015 (113) as May to
June 2014 (58).
•The beach in front of the Westin is defined as the area from beach access 38 and south to the end of
the southern boundary of the Westin swimming pool. The Westin beachfront is not a hotspot for sea turtle
activity, currently or historically.
•There has been no statistically significant decline of nests in front of Westin since monitoring began
in 1998.
•At this time last year, there were no nests at Westin beachfront.
•The average number of nests in front of the Westin, since 1998, is 1.3 nests (May to June). Currently
there are two nests in this area.
•There has been no statistically significant increase in false crawls in front of the Westin since monitoring began in 1998.
•A false crawl is when a female turtle emerges from the ocean and does not successfully nest, which is
a normal occurrence. An increase in false crawls beyond these normal levels can signal an impact of lighting, people, and/or development. False crawls are also natural and generally occur in greater numbers than
nests (approx. 2:1).
•On average, Westin beachfront false crawls since 1998 is 1.4 (May to June).
•This year, only two false crawls have been reported at the Westin beachfront.
•This nesting season there has been no record of any “orientation” issues, where turtles were spooked
by lights, or tried to crawl toward lights.
•The beachfront between the Westin and the Convention Center has been developed with lighted structures since 1961, when the Aquarama was built. The Aquarama was torn down in 1994, and the old convention center was demolished in 2010.
-JIA Conservation Program

Beach Village
coming events
Yoga on the Green
July 19 – 9:00 a.m.-10:00
a.m., Jekyll Island Beach Village
Find a sense of peace and
well-being during this yoga
session with Lindsey Adkinson
on the Village Green. Participants are encouraged to bring
water, towel, and a yoga mat.
Free.
Music on the Green
July 19, 2015 – 6:00 p.m.9:00 p.m., Jekyll Island Beach
Village
Live Music with Chris Rider
and Josh Kirkland. Free.
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C ITY M ARKET, I NC .
FISH - SHRIMP - OYSTERS

FULL LINE SEAFOOD AND SEASONING
PHONE (912) 265-4430
FRANK OWENS
MARKET MANAGER

FAX (912) 261-2191
1508 GLOUCESTER ST.
BRUNSWICK, GEORGIA

Take Jekyll Causeway to U. S. 17 go right over Lanier Bridge to 1st light. Turn left onto Gloucester
St. Go six blocks on left.

AN OLD ISLAND FAVORITE IN A NEW LOCATION!

• Daily Lunch Specials • Fresh Seafood & Hand-cut Steaks
Live music on our Back Porch at 7 p.m. Friday thru Sunday
415 PALISADE DR., BRUNSWICK (912) 265-9080 www.zachrys-restaurant.com
South on Hwy. 17 - left at 1st light past I-95

