
To the editor:
In 2012, the Georgia General

Assembly tightened its “Sunshine
Law” to ensure the state and its
agencies were operating openly in
the public eye. The Sunshine Law,
like the federal Freedom of Infor-
mation Act, calls for open meet-
ings for state agencies, including
authorities, and for open records as
well. 

Why is this important for Jekyll
Island? Because Jekyll Island is a
state park, public land, and as such,
public business, by law, should be
discussed in the public eye — in
the sunshine.

Now consider what happened at
the April 18 Jekyll Island Author-
ity board meeting regarding the
four proposals submitted by com-
panies seeking to build a hotel on
the remaining undeveloped  parcel
of land in Jekyll’s Beach Village.
In a surprise move, the board broke
with the long-standing practice of
publicly announcing the proposals
received and the JIA staff’s ratings
of each, choosing instead to retreat
into a private, closed executive ses-

sion without giving any indication
of why the proposals had to be dis-
cussed in secret.

Things got even more puzzling
when the executive director and
board emerged from their 50-
minute closed session and the act-
ing chairman (Mr. Bob Krueger)
quickly announced - with no dis-
cussion - that Mandala Holdings,
LLC was the “apparent” winning
bidder. Not a word was said about
the Mandala corporation, why
Mandala was selected over the
other bidders, or how the company
fared on the scoring criteria, which
included “Experience/Qualifica-
tions,” “Financial Strength of Pro-
posal,” “Financial Return to the
Authority,” “Conceptual Plan,”
and “Proposer’s Responsiveness at

Interview.”
As well, nothing was said about

what Mandala proposed to build or
when, and no representative from
this mystery corporation was pres-
ent at the board meeting.

I’ve attended JIA monthly
board meetings for more than a
decade and have never witnessed
such a strange and opaque episode
as the one that transpired at the
April 18 session.

As the meeting was closing, I
expressed my concern to the board
over these inexplicable proceed-
ings but did not receive a response.
So, I’m now asking publicly, why
all the secrecy? Where has all the
sunshine gone?

Mindy Egan
Jekyll Island

To the Editor:
We’ve had two interesting week-

ends on Jekyll Island.  The Georgia
Legislature has defined Jekyll Island
as a state park that would be open
and available to “people of average
income”.  

The weekend of April 22-24
there was a ticket only, exclusive,
over 21, event called Whiskey, Wine
and Wildlife (W3). This three-day
event benefitted the Jekyll Island
Foundation and was presented at the
Westin Hotel. Friday and Sunday
events were held inside the Westin.
On Saturday you could pay $65 to
partake of the whiskey, wine and
food vendors in the Beach Village
(BV) 1:00-4:30 p.m.

The BV was blocked off to nor-
mal traffic and visitors all day.  Park-
ing areas were blocked off starting
early Friday. The W3 organizers
thought it okay to place a portable
toilet on top of the only 2 handicap
spaces in the east parking lot of the
BV.  The toilet blocked the handicap
spaces for two business days. Many
“average” visitors to the island Sat-
urday had no idea the event was
going on and were dismayed to find
roads into the BV blocked and park-
ing lots full. Some businesses in the
BV suffered financially because
their usual customer base could not
or did not want to try to access the
area Friday or Saturday. Lodgers
checking in to the rental cottages
were told to go straight to the cottage
and not even try to go to the real es-
tate offices in the BV. Late in the day
some risqué dancing was seen near
the bandstand and people were seen
vomiting behind the businesses.  

By contrast, the weekend of April
30 the island was abuzz with “aver-
age” visitors.  Families were taking
advantage of all Jekyll has to offer.
Beach access parking lots were
packed. Picnic pavilions were occu-
pied with families and birthday par-
ties. Bike paths were full of cyclists,
golf courses were busy, and the BV
had a lot of customers. The soccer
fields were full with cars parked all
along Beachview. There was a Vin-

tage Trailer show at the campground
on Saturday to benefit the Glynn Ca-
reer Academy. It cost $10 to get a
wristband. It was a low-key, family-
friendly event, and a lot of people
were out touring the trailers. It was
not widely advertised, and that was
unfortunate. Many people were fish-
ing at the pier, seining for shrimp at
St. Andrews, flying kites on the
beach and swimming in the ocean.
There were long waits at some
restaurants Saturday night.  Busi-
nesses in the BV reported doing a
brisk business, much better than the
W3 weekend.

According to recent surveys the
median income in Georgia is around
$50,000/year. The Jekyll Island Au-
thority is using language like “word
class resort”, “signature restaurant”,
“high end”, and “upscale”. Those are
not terms that attract most “average
income” tourists. The W3 event may
be a sign of things to come.

If Jekyll was intended for people
of average income, which weekend
do you think most exemplifies that?

Beverly Hopkins
Jekyll Island
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