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As has been reported in various me-
dia outlets, the Jekyll Westin Hotel has 
won permission from the JIA and DNR 
for daily transport of lounge chairs and 
umbrellas on Jekyll’s beach from an ac-
cess point about a half mile north of the 
Westin to the beach adjacent to the ho-
tel. No public input was sought regard-
ing the advisability of this arrange-
ment, and none has been asked for by 
the JIA, DNR or the Westin since the 
hotel’s motorized beach services (MBS) 
business was launched a month ago. 

In order to provide the public with 
an opportunity to weigh in on this is-
sue, the Initiative to Protect Jekyll 
Island (IPJI) is conducting a summer-
long survey posing one simple question, 
“Should a motorized beach services 
business be allowed to operate on Je-
kyll Island’s beach?”

More than 700 people representing 
70 towns/cities in Georgia and 38 states 
have already participated in the sur-
vey, with 95% of the respondents say-
ing “no” to the Westin’s MBS. The most 
often repeated objections are:

• Daily commercial vehicular traffic 
on Jekyll’s beach will cheapen and de-
grade the state park’s most treasured 
natural asset. 

• Commercial vehicular traffic along 
Jekyll’s most popular beach will incon-
venience beachgoers, particularly at 
high tide when the dry beach is narrow. 

• No other hotel in the state park’s 
history has been allowed to provide 
MBS. Why has the Westin been given 
this right?

• If the Westin is allowed to have 
MBS, other hotels may want them too, 
the result being further degradation of 
Jekyll’s public beach. 

• Other hotels, including the Days 
Inn and newly opened Holiday Inn 
Resort, provide beach services with-
out using a vehicle to deliver them to 

customers. Why can’t the Westin do the 
same?

• The Westin’s beach amenities 
should be stored on the hotel’s property 
and transported to the beach by hand 
on the dune crossover ramp in front of 
the Westin.

• Beach critters of various types, 
especially small ones that dwell just 
beneath the sand’s surface, could be 
crushed by the BS vehicle. 

A particularly interesting comment 
came for an attorney who helped write 
the DNR’s regulations governing beach 
driving permits. Citing the state’s cur-
rent requirements for obtaining a beach 
driving permit, he questioned the legal-
ity of the “Letter of Permission” given to 
a corporation to conduct a commercial 
venture on a Georgia beach. 

One person aptly summed up pub-
lic concern by saying, “I am disturbed 
that there is even a question or debate 
about whether driving a service truck 
on the beach is appropriate. It is an af-
front to conservation, sets a poor exam-
ple for tourists, is visually disturbing, 
and is entirely unnecessary given that 
thousands of beach hotels worldwide 
perform this service without the use of 
motorized vehicles. Please do not allow 
this activity to continue.” 

Representative comments among 
those who favor the Westin’s MBS are:

• Beach services are a must for a re-
sort hotel of the Westin’s stature. High 
quality services are necessary in order 
to attract high quality people to the 
island.

• Use of the Westin’s dune crossover 
ramp to transport beach equipment 
would inconvenience the hotel’s guests 
who might want to use the ramp at the 
same time the beach amenities were 
being delivered. 

• A properly-operated MBS vehicle 
would have no more of an impact on the 
integrity of Jekyll’s beach or on beach 
critters than beach vehicles operated by 

the JIA, Georgia Sea Turtle Patrol and 
State Patrol. 

So, what will the future hold? Given 
that the Westin’s MBS have been ap-
proved on a six-month trial basis, there 
is ample time for the public to have its 
say regarding the appropriateness of 
this commercial enterprise. Concerned 
citizens may voice their opinions by 
participating in IPJI’s survey at www.
savejeyllisland.org. IPJI’s website also 
provides background information on 
the beach services project, including 

the application filed with the DNR by 
the Westin Hotel’s general manager 
explaining why a motorized beach ser-
vices business should be allowed to op-
erate within the jurisdictional area of 
Georgia’s Shore Protection Act. 

The results of the survey, includ-
ing the text of survey comments, will 
be shared with the JIA, DNR and the 
Westin. Hopefully, public opinion will 
help inform the decision regarding 
whether to terminate or continue the 
Westin’s MBS.  p
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Public weighs in on motorized beach 
service business at the Jekyll Westin

Save Jekyll Island group reports on their survey
By David Egan, Save Jekyll Island 

Magnolia Garden Club has donated 70 seventy more Historic Brunswick signs for 
the Old Town Brunswick Historic District. The donation was made possible through 
funds raised by the Historic Brunswick Christmas Tour of Homes 2014. This 
donation will complete the signage for the district from H Street to First Street and 
MLK to Bay Street. The 2015 Tour of Homes is scheduled for Sunday, December 6.
From left: Mary Ann Cowart, Guy Nel Johnson, April Hann, Harriett Miller, Mary Jane 
Lawson, Ducille Sullivan, Pam Mathis, and Sandy Dean. City of Brunswick Public 
Works employees are David (up by the sign) and “Cat” (on the ground at right)

Magnolia Garden Club ‘signs’
Brunswick’s historic district


