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A common blue butterfly.

Butterflies
Vanishing

By Patrick Barkham
Guardian.co.uk, April 27, 2009

Once there were
swarms
of butterflies
in our skies

... butif you go out for a walk
today, you will be lucky to spot
one or two. Patrick Barkham,
who has been a passionate lepi-
dopterist since he was eight years
old, laments the dramatic decline
of these most extraordinary
insects — and wonders if there is
any chance of saving them

On a bright spring day, the
chalky slopes of the Chilterns
smell of warm thyme. Tiny pur-
ple violets bloom underfoot. For
miles beyond, the Vale of Ayles-
bury unfolds in a tapestry of
newly minted trees, yellow fields
and the spires of village church-
es. This great vista of the English
countryside seems gloriously
immutable, unchanged since
Victorian times, when Walter
Rothschild would set out from
Tring Park, his country house in
the valley below, to throw his net
at our summer butterflies and
place them in his extraordinary
zoological museum.

Not everything, however,
would please the eye of Vic-
torian lovers of
nature. An easy
jet plane casts a
shadow across the
downland. The air is
filled with the com-
plaint of two diggers,
quarrying chalk from
the bottom of the hill. B u t
what would really make Roth-
schild weep is what is missing:
the sky and the steep meadows
dotted with the white flowers of
wild strawberry are almost bereft
of butterflies.

A casual eye might not notice
it. Butterflies are still a conspicu-
ous symbol of our summers,
much celebrated by everyone
from Wordsworth to Nabokov.

On the Chilterns, a male
orange tip patrols a hedgerow,
two peacocks spiral into the air
in a territorial dogfight and a
speckled wood jinks its way
through the trees. This scatter-
ing of a few common species is
pitiful, however, compared with
the riches that once adorned our
countryside in summer. Near
contemporaries of Rothschild
wrote of skimming hundreds of
purple hairstreaks from the trees
or catching 100 Lulworth skip-
pers in an hour. In 1892, S. G.
Castle Russell took a walk
through the New Forest: "But-
terflies alarmed by my approach
arose in immense numbers to
take refuge in the trees above.
They were so thick that I could
hardly see ahead and indeed
resembled a fall of brown leaves."
A few centuries earlier, Richard
Turpyn recorded a probable
mass migration to or from Brit-
ain in his Chronicles of Calais
during the reigns of Henry VII
and VIII: "An innumerable

swarme of whit buttarflyes. . . so
thicke as flakes of snowe" that
they blotted out views of Calais
for workers in fields beyond the
town.

Swarms of butterflies have
long disappeared. And a relent-
less decline may now become
terminal for some of our best-
loved species. Following the wet
summer of 2007, last year was a
disaster for butterflies: the low-
est number was recorded for 27
years. Of Britain's precious 59
resident species, 12 experienced
their worst ever year since the
scientific monitoring of butterfly
numbers began in 1976.

I began a less than scientific
monitoring of butterflies in a
little note-pad when I was eight,
helping my dad count the tiny
brown argus on the Norfolk
coast where we spent our sum-
mer holidays. Finding this dart-
ing, chocolate-brown gem ignit-
ed an awkward passion for but-
terflies that I kept well hidden
during my teenage years. Dad
and I would go on expeditions to
discover and photograph rare
species: we would sit in a wet
meadow in Cumbria waiting for
the marsh fritillary to emerge, or
hover by piles of horse manure
in the woodlands of Surrey, hop-
ing the majestic, haughty (and
turd-loving) purple emperor

would descend from

the treetops for us.

Twenty years on,

some of the nature

reserves we Vvisit-

ed have lost their

precious rari-

ties. If trends con-

tinue, another couple of

bad summers could kill off
some species forever.

Numbers of the delicate wood
white were down by 66% last
year from dismal 2007; its popu-
lation has slumped by 90% over
the long-term recording period.
The Duke of Burgundy and the
high brown fritillary are most at
risk of extinction. The high
brown survives in just 50 small
sites: at one spot in Dartmoor,
there were 7,200 in 1995; last
year, there were just 87. Nation-
wide, numbers have fallen by
85% over 10 years. "This run of
bad weather has really pushed
those species to the brink in
many areas," says Martin War-
ren, the chief executive of But-
terfly Conservation.

Butterflies find it difficult to
fly, feed and mate in bad weather
but these figures are not just a
seasonal blip caused by freak-
ishly soggy summers. The col-
lecting of British butterflies has
ceased to be acceptable and yet
butterfly populations have still
plummeted. Far more devastat-
ing than unscrupulous collectors
of old has been industrial agri-
culture and the loss of 97% of
England's natural grassland and
wildflower meadows, planting
conifers or letting our broad-leaf
woodlands become too over-
grown for woodland flowers plus
the sprawl of motorways and
urban development.

To this deadly cocktail has
been added a new poison: cli-

Ecuador Recognizes

Nature's Rights

By Eric Horstman
Guayaquil, Ecuador

A couple of friends from abroad have
sent me congratulatory messages because
Ecuador’s new constitution, passed last year,
recognizes the Rights of Nature and calls for
these rights to be taken into account in the
future. While municipal governments in
the states of Pennsylvania and New Hamp-
shire have adopted local laws recognizing
that ecosystems and natural communities
are not property but possess the right to
exist and flourish, Ecuador is the first coun-
try to put this in their constitution and
should be proud of it.

Article 71 of the Ecuadorian Constitu-
tion states, “Nature has the right to inte-
grally respect its existence as well as the
maintenance and regeneration of its vital
cycles, structure, functions and evolution-
ary processes. In addition, all people, com-
munities or nationalities can demand that
public authorities comply with the Rights of
Nature” Article 73 goes on to state, “The
state will apply measures of precaution and
restriction for all activities that could lead
to the extinction of species, the destruction
of ecosystems or the permanent alteration
of natural cycles”

This represents the fruits of the labor of
several pioneers that have helped pave the
way, including Geologian Father Thomas
Berry who wrote, “The natural world on the
planet Earth gets its rights from the same
source that humans get their rights: from the
universe that brought them into being” He
goes on to state, “Every component of the
Earth community has three rights; the right to
be, the right to habitat and the right and
responsibility to fulfill its role in the ever-
renewing processes of the Earth community”

Berry has called for humanity to move
from the current Technozoic period, where
Earth is seen only as a resource for the ben-
efit of humans, to an Ecozoic era, where the
well being of the entire Earth community is
the primary concern.

The work of South African lawyer Cor-
mac Cullinan has also been important. Cul-
linan coined the term “wild law” which
states, “cannot be easily snared within the
strictures of a conventional legal definition.
It is perhaps better understood as an
approach to human governance, rather than
as a branch of law or a collection of laws. It
is more about ways of being and doing than
the right thing to do” (Cullinan, Wild Law,
2003).

Recognition must also be given to the
behind-the-scenes work of the Pachamama
Alliance and the lawyers from the Commu-
nity Environmental Legal Defense Fund, a
Pennsylvania-based group which provides
legal assistance to governments and com-
munity groups trying to mesh human affairs
and the environment, and the then Presi-
dent of the Ecuadorian Constitutional
Assembly, Alberto Acosta, whose leader-
ship was crucial.

That said, the challenge before us is how
to transform the Rights of Nature into con-
crete actions, instead of winding up as yet
another piece of legislation with nothing
but good intentions.

While members of Ecuador’s diverse
indigenous community have supported this
effort as giving voice (finally!) to the
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The ceibo or kapok tree, which represents the Ecuadorian Dry Forest.

Pachamama or Earth Mother, I think there
is a broad spectrum of Ecuadorians who
probably don’t know the Rights of Nature
are now recognized in their constitution, or
its potential ramifications. I suggest that the
Ecuadorian Government use its impressive
mastery of mass communications to begin
to educate people about the Rights of Nature
and also incorporate this in future develop-
ment projects, especially oil drilling and
mining, which often take place on indige-
nous communities’ lands.

Earth Day was celebrated recently in
Ecuador and I did not see one mention of
the Rights of Nature. Unless we move
quickly to begin to change people’s views
and attitudes about nature, I'm afraid that
the rampant destruction of this country's
natural ecosystems will continue unabated.

For example, Ecuador has one of the
highest deforestation rates in South Ameri-
ca, with an official figure of 492,000 acres of
forest cleared every year. Recently, media
attention was focused on at least three
municipalities in the southern part of the
country dumping all their garbage into a
river shared with Peru, already highly con-
taminated by mercury and other toxic ele-

Continued on page 12
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“Papagayos de Guayaquil” or Guayaquil
Macaws in their nest.

mate change. In theory, a gentle global
warming should benefit almost all of Brit-
ain's butterflies. Creatures of sunshine, most
of our butterflies are found in southern Eng-
land where many are at the limit of their
natural range; as our summers become
hotter, these butterflies should thrive

and spread further north. There

are a few winners already: the the

beautiful comma is moving north

and the rare silver-spotted skipper

has done well, thanks to hotter sum-
mers. Britain may also be visited more
regularly by exotic species that were once
rare migrants.

The fate of one much-loved native shows
that this happy outcome, however, will not
come to pass for most species. The small tor-
toiseshell is the labrador of the butterfly
world: cheerful and content to live close to
humans. Its caterpillars devour ubiquitous
nettles. As an adult butterfly, it feasts on sub-
urban flowers and hibernates in garden sheds,
pitter-pattering against our windows when
spring comes round again. Thanks to climate

change, it is spreading north and is now seen

for the first time in remote parts of Scotland.

Unfortunately, so too is Sturmia bella (how

the person who named this ugly brute could

call it beautiful is beyond me), a species of

parasitic fly.

This nasty fly was recorded for the

first time in Britain in Hampshire

11 years ago. By last summer, it

had reached Merseyside thanks

to a modus operandi every bit as

gory as the Alien films. It lays its

microscopic eggs on patches of net-

tles where small tortoiseshell caterpillars

feed. These unwittingly eat the fly’s eggs

which become tiny worms inside the caterpil-

lar, bursting out of their bodies just when the

small tortoiseshell is beginning its miraculous

transformation into a butterfly inside its
chrysalis.

Last year was the worst ever year for small
tortoiseshells, their population slumping by
45% compared with 2007, despite thousands
of migrant small tortoiseshells arriving from
Europe in September. In southern and cen-

tral England, it appears to have been virtu-
ally wiped out: during my afternoon roam-
ing the Chilterns last week, I saw 10 peacocks
and 12 yellow brimstones and the odd rather
more elusive species, such as the grizzled
skipper, but not a single small tortoiseshell.

Is Sturmia bella wiping it out? Where the
fly finds small tortoiseshell caterpillars, their
mortality rate is 61%, according to research
by Dr. Owen Lewis, an ecologist at Oxford
University who is studying the impact of the
fly. As with many declining species, there is
seldom just one cause and the case against
Sturmia bella is not yet conclusive. In most
instances where new predators arrive, the
attacked species eventually adapt to elude
them. Other research suggests that, before
the last two wet summers, the dry summers
of a warming world also hit small tortoise-
shell caterpillars: low moisture reduces the
nutritional quality of nettles.

“Whichever way you look at it, it’s linked
back to the climate,” says Tom Brereton,
head of butterfly monitoring at Butterfly

Continued on page 12
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Saving Jekyll Island Georgza From Destructive Development

One of the last
remaining barrier
island habitats in
the U.S. for people
and sea turtles is

threatened.

By Sally Klein

Bedford, Pennsylvania

The first in a series of articles writ-
ten by a frequent visitor to Jekyll
Island over the past 36 years.

(All excerpts from IPJI files.)

Who Said “You
Can’t Fight City Hall?”

On April 28th, at a gala affair
in Atlanta, the Initiative to Pro-
tect Jekyll Island State Park
(http://www.savejekyllisland.
org) was honored by Common
Cause of Georgia for its work on
behalf of protecting the tradi-
tional character and natural sys-
tems of Georgias only barrier
island state park in the face of
private sector plans for expan-
sive and inappropriate Park
redevelopment.

The Common Cause Democ-
racy Award, which “acknowl-
edges outstanding citizens for
their service to their local com-
munities,” marks the third time
in the past year that the all-vol-
unteer, grassroots group has
been honored, the other two
being the Open Government
Award presented by the Atlanta
Journal-Constitution and the
Nick Williams Award presented
by the Center for a Sustainable
Coast.

With free membership, more
than 10,000 supporters and a
cause that is near and dear to the
hearts of so many people, the
Initiative to Protect Jekyll Island
State Park (IPJI) has become a
"poster child" for successful
grassroots action.

The Initiative to Protect
Jekyll Island State Park

The Initiative to Protect Jekyll
Island State Park was founded in
September 2006 as a means of
sampling public opinion on
Jekyll's redevelopment and of
allowing the island’s many
friends to work together to help
preserve the park and shape its
future. The IPJI had a modest
beginning and has always been
committed to the preservation
of Jekyll's unspoiled qualities and
unique characteristics, the pro-
motion of the island as a model
of restrained development and
the maintenance of the park as
an affordable and family-friend-
ly vacation destination.

What Threatens
Jekyll Island?

The Jekyll Island Authority
(JIA) board approved a 25-year
private-public partnership agree-
ment between Linger Longer
Jekyll and the JIA. The contract,
which arguably is the most
important agreement in the his-
tory of the Jekyll Island State
Park, was approved at a special
session of the JIA board without
public review and without any
opportunity for public comment.
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Sea Turtle Advocates Rally on Jekyll Island, Georgia in their Call for a Model Lighting Ordinance to Protect Nesting Areas.

The following illustrates the tone
of this partnership:

1. The Revitalization Part-
nering Agreement aims to have
the private partner assume
financial responsibility for some
or all of the parK’s key assets. (As
a STATE PARK, the island is sup-
posed to benefit the State of Geor-
gia and all its residents, not a
private company!) This goal
translates into Linger Longer
being given the right to manage
and operate whichever of the
park’s revenue-generating facili-
ties it chooses to take on, includ-
ing the golf course complex. The
Agreement disregards the afford-
ability requirement enshrined in
Jekyll legislation, meaning there
is nothing contractually that
would prevent Linger Longer
Jekyll from up-scaling these
facilities to private resort status,
which would price them beyond
the reach of the “people of aver-
age income” for whose benefit
the park was established.

2. The financial arrange-
ments between the JIA and Lin-
ger Longer for the town center
project lean to the advantage of
the private partner. The JIA esti-
mates that the project will gener-
ate more than $40 million in
direct revenue for the Authority
over the Agreements 25-year
term. The $40 million dollar fig-
ure does not take into account
the cost of the project for the
JIA, which includes paying back
(with interest) $25 million in
bond debt and monthly ‘revital-
ization partnering payments’ to
Linger Longer totaling $1.3 mil-
lion. Linger Longer has not rev-
eled its estimated profits over the
term of the contract but its prof-
its should top $100 million,
thanks to a series of financial
incentives and giveaways pro-

vided in the Agreement. The
point here is that the less reve-
nue earned by the JIA from the
town center project, the more
the need for additional develop-
ment to provide the funds neces-
sary for the JIA to handle the
backlog of capital improvement
and infrastructure projects it
says it must undertake.

3. Linger Longer’s (LL) time-
share complex (previously pro-
hibited on Jekyll) will displace
Jekyll's most widely-used beach-
front parking area with its
accompanying public facilities.
The contract does not require LL
to pay for the cost of replacing
these facilities in the proposed
“signature park” to be built by
the JIA just north of the beach
village site. It seems reasonable
to insist that if a private develop-
ment project leads to the destruc-
tion of a public facility within a
state park, the developer must
replace that facility in kind at an
appropriate site within the park.
(Environmental concerns were
not even addressed when the
“partnership” was engineered and

approved.)
What IPJI Stands For

o The promotion of Jekyll
Island as a model of restrained
development, a living laboratory
of nature’s wonders and a park
blessed with a wealth of family
recreational and environmental
education opportunities.

o The identification of Jekyll’s
environmentally and historically
sensitive areas and their protec-
tion from further development.

o The safeguarding of Jekyll's
unique personality and charac-
teristics, meaning that magical
charm which has captivated gen-
erations of the island’s visitors.

o The protection of Jekylls

dune and sand-sharing system,
the health of which is essential to
the island’s well-being.

o The preservation of Jekyll’s
maritime forest — a natural fea-
ture vital to migratory birds and
native species, and a habitat that
is fast disappearing up and down
the east coast.

o The adoption of a model
ordinance for sea turtle protec-
tion.

o The improvement of Jekyll’s
existing lodgings with the major-
ity of the accommodations
remaining affordable for main-
stream citizens.

o The modernization of
Jekyll's Convention Center,
including the addition of an
adjacent hotel, with affordability
being a key planning consider-
ation.

o The adoption of green
building norms equal to or high-
er than those specified by the
United States Green Building
Council Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design’s
(LEED?s) silver standard.

o Certification of Jekyll’s golf
complex by the Audubon Coop-
erative Sanctuary Program,
which has established and sanc-
tions environmentally responsi-
ble maintenance practices for
golf course operation.

o The protection of Jekyll’s
recreational facilities from
encroachment by development,
including the maintenance of a
condominium-free environment
within the park’s wildlife-rich
and historic golf courses.

o The enhancement of nature-
based tourism opportunities,
particularly the provision of
non-intrusive wetland walkways,
nature trails, bird-viewing sta-
tions and additional signage
educating the public about the
island’s flora and fauna.

IPJT’s Activities

o Survey public opinion on
Jekyll's redevelopment and asso-
ciated issues.

o Promote an “Open Beach
Resolution” calling for the
restriction of development along
Jekyll's remaining open seaside
land.

o Petition on behalf of keep-
ing the majority of Jekyll's lodg-
ings affordable for most citi-
zens.

o Support for responsible
improvement of Jekyll's accom-
modations, amenities and facili-
ties.

o Conduct research on the
impact of proposed development
projects.

o Monitor developers’ proj-
ects for compliance with the
provisions of Georgia’s Shore
Protection Act and other envi-
ronmental legislation.

o Disseminate information
through press releases, op-ed
pieces, a quarterly newsletter,
e-mail alerts and a multi-faceted
Web site.

o Speak to community, envi-
ronmental, and civic groups.

o Encourage legislation that
further secures accessibility to an
affordable Jekyll and protects the
island’s environmentally-sensitive
areas and fragile ecology.

o Attend monthly board
meetings of the Jekyll Island
Authority in order to represent
the IPJI’s views and raise ques-
tions on behalf the park’s advo-
cates.

Sign the Petition

at www.savejekyllisland.
org/AffPet.html.

To find out more or to help
the cause, please go to the IPJI
website  http://savejekyllisland.
org. There you can find photos,
contacts, studies and resources
including:

Jekyll Island
Redevelopment:
Issues and News

in Chronological Order

*Development and Jekyll
Island: A Brief Chronological
Outline

*Jekyll Island Master Plan

*Jekyll’s Decline in Visitation:
A Scientfic Analysis

*Linger Longer’s
Town Center Plan

*AJC’s Public Forum on the
Future of Jekyll Island

*Bleakly Advsiory Group
Report: Forecast for Jekyll’s Long
Term Development

*Scholarly Analysis of the
Bleakly Advisory Group Report

*Senator Jeff Chapman on the
Bleakly Report

*Center for a Sustainable
Coast on the Bleakly Report

*Revitalization Partnering
Agreement: JIA and Linger Lon-
ger Contract

*Private  Management of
Jekyll's Key Amenities: A Good
Deal for the Public?

*Bleakly Analysis of Long
Term Development: Compari-
son of Jekyll Island to Compa-
rable Southeastern U. S. Coastal
Destinations

*State Senator, Jeff Chapman,
Proposes Alternative Funding
for Jekyll”s Renovations

*“The Great Jekyll Island
Giveaway”: Opinion Piece in
The Flagpole, Athens, Georgia

*Senator Chapman Questions
the Jekyll Island Authority on
the Linger Longer Contract

*Jekyll's Long Term “Build
Out:” Fact and Fiction

Revised

*Bleakly “Density” Study
Reviewed by Expert in Public
Land Planning

*Jekyll Density Study Debat-
ed in Macon Daily Telegraph

*Jekyll Island State Park
Authority Visitor Analysis and
Business Plan. Final Report,
February 2009 — Bleakly Advi-
sory Group

Note from Sally: Future arti-
cles will report more about Jekyll
Island and its precious public
beaches, endangered sea turtle
nesting sites, one of the nicest
State Park campgrounds in the
east, full island bicycle trails,
fishing, golfing and birding
opportunities, picturesque sun-
rises and sunsets, historic sites
and vital marsh environment as
well as more details about the
political maneuvering and back-
room negotiating that has taken
place.

It is deeply painful to me and
highly detrimental to all citizens
of Georgia and visitors from
around the world to see this pris-
tine island slip into the hands of
private developers. Having
attended some of the meetings
and signed all of the petitions, 1
know first hand that the develop-
ers would have long ago destroyed
a very special spot on Earth had
this group not intervened.

I encourage support of the IPJI
grassroots efforts.

Sally Klein currently resides
and in Bedford, PA and travels to
Jekyll Island whenever she can.

Wetlands Protected on Uganda's Mountains of the Moon

GLAND, Switzer-
land, May 13, 2009
(ENS, excerpt) — A

on the Equator, the
“Lunis
Mountains  of

Montae” or
the

high altitude wetland
area in Uganda’s Rwen-
zori Mountains received
international recogni-
tion on Wednesday as a
protected site under the
international Ramsar
Convention on Wet-
lands of International
Importance, a conser-
vation decision that
could help protect the
unique ecosystem from
the demands of a grow-
ing population.

This unusual ecosys-
tem has been known
for nearly 2,000 years.

In the first century
AD, the Alexandrine
geographer Claudius
Ptolemy suggested that
the Nile River had its
source from snow peaks

Moon.

The Rwenzori in
western Uganda is the
highest mountain range
in Africa, with six gla-
cial peaks. The new
Rwenzori Ramsar Site
covers 99,500 hectares
(245,865 acres) of the
mountainous region —
it is located within a

national park and
UNESCO World Heri-
tage Site.

The new Ramsar site
borders the Democratic
Republic of Congo,
where the mountains
are part of Virunga
National Park — also
designated under the
Ramsar Convention
and recognized as a
World Heritage Site . . .

Photo by Chrlstlan Boix, Tropical Blrdmg
L'Hoest's monkey is classed as Vulnerable to
extinction on the IUCN Red List.

Activist Wins Award

Continued from page 3
violent methods. Gunnoe also created neighbor-
hood groups to monitor coal companies for illegal

noe’s neighbors decided not to testify in the hear-
ing challenging Jupiter Holdings’ permits. Gun-
noe was the sole community resident to do so. In

behavior and to report toxic spills. She has encour-
aged other residents to speak at hearings about their
concerns over mountaintop removal. taintop remov-
al.

In March 2007, OVEC and partner groups won
a federal lawsuit against the Army Corps of Engi-
neers that repealed mountaintop removal valley
fill permits in southern West Virginia, granted
without adequate environmental consideration,
and banned issuance of new permits. In defiance
of the federal judge’s orders, the Corps granted
permits to Jupiter Holdings to construct two new
valley fills above Gunnoe’s community at its
Boone County mine. OVEC challenged the per-
mits in federal court and a hearing was scheduled
for September 2007. Days before the hearing,
Gunnoe organized a media training for 20 local
residents, some of whom were scheduled to testify
with her.

However, at the community hall, more than 60
coal miners showed up and harassed Gunnoe and
her neighbors, stopping the meeting and intimi-
dating the group.

After the incident at the community hall, Gun-

October 2007, federal district court Judge Robert
Chambers ruled in favor of Gunnoe and OVEC
and issued an injunction ordering Jupiter Hold-
ings to halt the construction of any new valley fills
at its Boone County mine.

Gunnoe and a coalition of regional groups are
now advocating for passage of the federal Clean
Water Protection Act and the reinstatement of the
buffer zone rule that would strengthen environ-
mental laws regulating mountaintop removal. She
is also working with Appalachian groups to pro-
mote viable renewable energy opportunities for
the region.

Observers confirm that mine managers point
to Gunnoe as an enemy of mine workers and their
jobs and have encouraged acts of harassment.
Gunnoe has received numerous verbal threats on
her life and her children are frequently harassed at
school. Gunnoe’s neighbors recently overheard
people planning an arson attack on her home. Her
daughter’s dog was shot dead and “wanted” post-
ers of Gunnoe have appeared in local convenience
stores. Gunnoe has recently taken serious mea-
sures to protect both her family and property.



