
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 

From: Steve Oldaker <steve.oldaker@comcast.net> 

Date: Saturday, June 18, 2016 

Subject: Jekyll Island, correction in red 

To: Mark_Johnson@shepherd.org, "Galifianakis, Mike" <mike.galifianakis@gsfic.ga.gov> 

Cc: dstrowe@jekyllisland.com, jhooks@jekyllisland.com, njensen@jekyllisland.com, Sloan 

Farrell <sloan_farrell@ios.doi.gov>, "Peace, Stacey" <stacey.peace@gsfic.ga.gov>, "Jones, 

Steven" <steve.jones@gsfic.ga.gov>, widgetrichards@gmail.com 

 

To all concerned: 

Ongoing health issues the last 8 months have prevented me from personally conducting on-site 

assessments of the beach access points in question, but I have closely followed all the emails and 

have had a number of discussions with Widget Richardson and others related to this issue. I 

appreciate the assessments conducted and results provided by Widget in the last several months 

and the most recent assessment by Mark Johnson well defined in his emails below. I concur with 

their findings, particularly regarding the access point beach mats and I wish to add the following 

for consideration. 

An accessible beach mat that does not fully extend to the hardpacked sand is essentially 

worthless to someone in a wheelchair. And while providing a beach wheelchair may technically 

qualify as a reasonable alternative accommodation under the ADA, it too, is worthless to many 

individuals like myself who are unable to transfer to a beach wheelchair even if available. It 

appears the main reasons given for not extending the beach mats to make them fully accessible 

are because of DNR and other regulations intended to protect the dunes, turtles and other wildlife 

nesting areas. 

For the sake of discussion and perspective, let us assume that each accessible access point with a 

beach mat that extends all the way to the hardpacked sand impacts as much as a width of 50 feet 

of beach and dunes (20+ feet on either side of the mat). Given that Jekyll Island is approximately 

7 miles long and therefore has 7 miles of ocean facing beach, the current 2 accessible beach 

access points combined only impacts 0.27% (100 feet/7 miles) of the total beach. Even creating 8 

additional accessible access points would only impact 1.35% of the total beach. Surely this is an 

acceptable compromise when balancing the protection of the dunes, turtles and other wildlife 

nesting areas, and providing equal beach access to all people with disabilities, and ample 

justification for waiving or providing a variance for any applicable regulations. 

Other relatively nearby islands/beaches including Fernandina Beach, Tybee Island, and Hilton 

Head Island have managed to find ways to work within existing regulations and provide multiple 

fully accessible access points, extending at least some if not all of their beach mats to the 

hardpacked sand. 

According to Bart Brophy, a longtime advocate and former Executive Director of LIFE Inc., the 

Coastal GA Region's Center for Independent Living based in Savannah, he worked closely with 

Hilton Head Island (HHI) administrators and regulators including the DNR and Oceanic Coastal 
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Management (OCM) to develop and maintain fully accessible beach access for which they won 

state and local awards. He attributed their success to the following: 

·         Turtle and environmental regulators/proponents conducted on-site visits to see that a mat 

extending to the beach has less impact than alternate forms of access 

·         The mats channel people, strollers, coolers, bikes, etc. to specific access points, 

minimizing the potential negative impact on turtles and dunes 

·         Mats can be moved or removed if needed due to weather (hurricane threat) or specific 

turtle nesting in compliance with regulations  

·         OCM and DNR in their regulations solicited ideas for access and even grant money for 

ways to comply with ADA and make equal access for people with disabilities 

·         The maintenance and adjustment of the length of the mats is a learning experience and the 

beach services people have to figure it out. HHI is doing a great job lately, with much practice 

and experience, suggest JIA visit HHI beach services for ideas. A volunteer group might be 

formed to assist with mat adjustment. 

Bart and another former LIFE Inc. Executive Director, Fran Todd, worked with administrators 

and regulators on Tybee Island and have achieved results similar to HHI in providing fully 

accessible beach access. 

The Jekyll Island Authority has made progress in providing accessible access to Jekyll Island 

beaches, but needs to go the extra mile (or more accurately 10-20 feet) to provide regularly 

maintained, fully accessible, equal access to all people with disabilities. I am with Mark into 

hoping we can strive for accessibility we can all be proud of. Wouldn't it be great if Jekyll Island 

became the model of accessibility for others to follow? 

Respectfully submitted, 

Steve Oldaker 

Brunswick Glynn County Mayor's Committee on Services for the Disabled, Chair 

Statewide Independent Living Council of Georgia, Chair 

Phone: 912-267-7613 

Email: steve.oldaker@comcast.net 

 


