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Record turnouts expected for nation’s largest annual service day on public lands
President’s call for service has helped spark a new generation of volunteers 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Organizers of the largest cleanup and fix up of America’s public lands expect to see a historic turnout of volunteers when National Public Lands Day begins on Sept. 26, 2009. 
Nearly 2,000 service projects have been registered at sites across the country, from Washington, D.C.’s Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens to San Francisco’s Golden Gate National Recreation Area and Hawaii’s Pu'ukoholā Heiau National Historic Site.
“We attribute this new surge in volunteers to the United We Serve initiative,” said Robb Hampton, program director of National Public Lands Day, a program of the National Environmental Education Foundation. “Judging from the number of people who have already signed up for our event, I think enthusiasm for volunteering will carry on well beyond the summer.” 
Earlier this year, President Obama challenged the nation to commit to 81 days of service, from June 22 to September 11. Hampton said Americans are up to it.
National Public Lands Day carries on the legacy of the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), a program established to revive communities and create opportunities for employment following the Great Depression. 
“Last year, we commemorated the 75th anniversary of the Civilian Conservation Corps. Many of the alumni were hoping that a similar program would be started now,” said Diane Wood, president of the National Environmental Education Foundation. “I think United We Serve is the closest we have come to recreating this pride in community conservation.” 
On National Public Lands Day, the National Park Service and the National Park Foundation will host a day of volunteering and a sneak preview of the Ken Burns film, The National Parks: America’s Best Idea, which will premiere the following night on PBS television stations. 
Free entrance will be granted to all 391 national parks on Sept. 26.
Nationwide, National Public Lands Day will offer a wide range of projects and activities, including litter removal, planting trees, testing water quality, restoring campgrounds and educating the general public about the history of well-known national and community public lands. 
One site coordinator said he was “overwhelmed” by the enthusiasm for his project at Key Pen Parks in Lakebay, Wash., where volunteers will maintain trails and removing graffiti and litter from Rock Creek Conservation Area and Maple Hollow. The Key Peninsula Parks District started with Volunteer Park in 1977, which is named for the numerous volunteer who designed it.

“I decided to organize an event for National Public Lands Day to encourage more community involvement,” said Chad Harvell, a first-time National Public Lands Day project coordinator at Key Pen Parks. “I was overwhelmed by the amount of support we received from the State Parks Director for the participants in our event.”
Others have noticed the rising level of interest in National Public Lands Day. 
“There’s a lot of excitement about National Public Lands Day among Forest Service employees,” said Babs McDonald, a U.S. Forest Service educator and first-time participant. With the help of 40 volunteers, McDonald estimates that they will be able to remove tamarisk, an invasive species that harms native vegetation along the shoreline, from the entire southwest end of Jekyll Island State Park. 
In addition to new locations for National Public Lands Day 2009, many experienced coordinators are excited to see a record-setting number of volunteers signing up this year. 
"Protecting and enhancing our national parks and public lands is everyone's business. With the example set by the President and First Lady, it seems more Americans are seeing the importance of maintaining our cherished public lands.” said Alan Spears, legislative representative with the National Parks Conservations Association and a participant in National Public Lands Day every year at Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens National Park in Washington, D.C. 
For more information about National Public Lands Day and to locate a site, please visit www.publiclandsday.org.
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The National Environmental Education Foundation (NEEF) provides knowledge to trusted professionals who, with their credibility, amplify messages to national audiences to solve everyday environmental problems. Together, we generate lasting positive change. NEEF partners with professionals in health, education, media, business and public land management to promote daily actions for helping people protect and enjoy the environment. Through our primary programs - Classroom Earth, National Public Lands Day, National Environmental Education Week, Business and Environment, Earth Gauge® and Health & Environment - we offer Americans knowledge to live by. To learn more, call (202) 833-2933 or visit www.neefusa.org.
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