75¢
Published by
Permar Publications

April 24, 2017

www.theislanderonline.com

‘No action’ again
on Sinclair tract
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McKinnon grand opening

By Matthew J. Permar

After a marathon, five and
a half hour meeting last week
the Island Planning Commission (IPC) failed to take
action, for the second time,
on the preliminary plat for
the 128 acre Sinclair tract on
Lawrence Rd. on the north
end of St. Simons Island.
About half the meeting was
spent on the Sinclair issue.
There was also a lengthy discussion on the proposed Tree
Ordinance for St. Simons. The
final decision was it is not
ready yet, so the IPC deferred
it back to the committee, with
the suggesting that the committee be expanded.
The first time the IPC
failed to take action on the
plat was during their February 21 meeting. At that time
a motion was made to approve
the plat, but it failed on a 3-3
vote. Member Odessa Rooks
was absent.
Four votes are required for
action by the IPC.
The applicant, O.C. Vest,
requested a list of items that
the IPC members, who voted against the plat, wanted
addressed.
That discussion was followed by a second motion to
defer the plat until Vest had
addressed the issues.
Voting in favor of the deferral were Patrick Duncan, Desiree Watson and Joel Willis.
Voting nay were Carla Cate
and Stan Humphries. Member Ed Meadows abstained
without comment.
Tuesday, April 18
This brings us to the Tuesday, April 18 IPC meeting
when the result was again ‘no
action’ based on a 3-3 vote.
Voting in favor of the preliminary plat this time were
Duncan, Watson and Willis.
Voting nay were Cate, Meadows and Rooks. This time it
was Stan Humphries who was
absent.
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More questions
about racial
makeup of staff
in Glynn schools
By Pamela PermarShierling

Top: After many years
in the planning stages,
Larry Wade (left) and Bill
Walker (center) of Golden
Isles Aviation and Gaines
Sturdivant, CEO of MMI
Hospitality were pleased to
attend the grand opening
of the new terminal building
and Hilton Home2Suites
hotel at the St. Simons
McKinnon Airport. Bottom:
Also at last week’s event
were (left to right) Michael
Johnson, General Manager
of the King & Prince Hotel
(an MMI property); architect Robert Ussery; former island commissioner Dale Provenzano; and
Chairman of the Glynn County Airport Commission Chairman Al McKinnon.		
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New McKinnon terminal, Home2Suites celebrate
grand opening on St. Simons
By Pamela Permar-Shierling

After ten plus years, millions of dollars in private investment and a last minute
turn down by the Federal Aviation Administration followed
by a change of heart, the vision of three men has come to
fruition.
St. Simons McKinnon Airport and Home2Suites by Hilton celebrated the opening of a

new terminal building as well
as the opening of a new airport hotel last Thursday.
Larry Wade and Bill Walker, owners of Golden Isles
Aviation, came to the Glynn
County Airport Commission
(GCAC) over ten years ago
with the idea of using their
own money to build a new
terminal building including a

new FBO (fixed based operator) and a hotel at McKinnon
Airport.
They partnered with Gaines
Sturdivant, CEO MMI Hospitality - who just happens to be
a pilot and loves St. Simons Island - and McKinnon Airport
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Glynn County’s AfricanAmerican community continues to ask the Glynn County
Board of Education (BOE)
about what they term the disparity in the number of African-American educators and
administrators hired in to the
Glynn County School System.
At the March 28 BOE meeting Human Resources Director Debbie Bennett presented
a 20 year history of the school
system’s certified minority
personnel.
The chart showed a high of
18.76% minority certified personnel in 2015 with a slight
drop in 2016 to 18.53%.
During the April 18 BOE
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New Summer
Waves kiddie
pool cost near
$1 million

• Design / build
company for the JI
Mosaic chosen
By Pamela PermarShierling

The Jekyll Island Authority approved an additional
$478,523 to finish Shark Tooth
Cove which is the kids pool attraction at Jekyll’s Summer
Waves pushing the total budget to $979,000.
The original total budget
was $500,000 but the report
from Noel Jensen, JIA Director of Facilities, said “geotechnical work was conducted
and determined that 120 helical piles were necessary due
to un-predicted soil conditions
in many areas of the site. This
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