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Handicapped 
beach access on 

Jekyll Island   
an issue 

by Pamela Permar-
Shierling

From August 26 through 
August 28 People First of 
Georgia, Inc. (PFG), held its 
annual conference on Jekyll 
Island.

People First is an organiza-
tion made up of self advocates 
who are individuals with dis-
abilities speaking up for 
themselves. They are a cross 
disability, volunteer organiza-
tion that focuses on creating 
change for people with disabil-
ities that will improve lives.

According to PFG board 
member Cheri Mitchell, 125 
disabled persons, approxi-
mately 30 in wheelchairs, at-
tended the conference which 
cost the membership $35,000 
for the Jekyll Island Conven-
tion Center and hotel. This 
amount doesn’t include in-
cidental  meals or souvenirs 
purchased or the $6 per car fee 
to get onto Jekyll Island.

“Our wheelchair members 
could not get on to the beach,” 
Cheri said, “and we were very 
disappointed.”

“We enjoyed our confer-
ence,” she continued. “The 
convention center was won-
derful and Allyson Jackson 
(general manager of the con-
vention center) was terrific.”

“We plan to come back next 
year,” she said. “Because if we 
don’t come back, Jekyll Island 
won’t do anything about the 
handicapped beach access.”

“But if they haven’t done 
something about the beach 
access by next year, then our 
group won’t be back,” she said.

One of the conference at-
tendees was 23 year old Char-
lie Miller who is a political 
science major at Kennesaw  
State University.

“I wanted to see the beach 
accessibility for myself,” 

JWSC hears from public

JWSC working on policy to allot sewer tap-ins
By Matthew J. Permar

After decades of neglect by 
the Glynn County and Bruns-
wick City Commissions, the 
chickens have come home to 
roost for the Brunswick Glynn 
Joint Water and Sewer Com-
mission in the form of lift sta-
tions and sewer lines that are 
over capacity in several parts 
of the county.

While the JWSC is work-
ing on both short and long 
term solutions to the problem 
they have temporarily ceased 
issuing sewer tap-in connec-
tions within several sewer 

basins until the issues can be 
resolved.

They have a list and expla-
nation of those basins that are 
affected and it is available at 
the JWSC offices.

The problem areas are the 
north end of St. Simons Island 
and the northern portion of 
the mainland.

The commission has or-
dered 10 additional pumps at 
an estimated cost of $1.25 mil-
lion that will increase the flow 
of sewage at 10 of the most 
critical lift stations.
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County to 
present SPLOST 

education
By Matthew J. Permar
By state law the Glynn 

County Commission cannot 
spend tax dollars to “promote” 
the upcoming Special Pur-
pose Local Option Sales Tax 
(SPLOST) 2016 referendum...

...but they can “educate” 
the public on what the ballot 
referendum contains.

And the commission plans 
to do just that.

During their work session 
last month the commission got 
a preview of a presentation 
developed by administrative 
staff for SPLOST 2016 that 
will be used by the county to 
educate and provide infor-
mation about the tax to local 
residents.

The presentation will be 
made at local civic clubs and 
organizations as well as at 
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Wainwright 
donates land for 

Glynn school 
athletic complex

St. Louis Cardinals pitcher 
and Glynn Academy gradu-
ate Adam Wainwright and 
his wife Jenny have donated 
12 acres of land to the Glynn 
County School System on 
Lanier Blvd. 

The land will be used to 
house a state-of-the-art ath-
letic complex for Glynn Acad-
emy teams. 

Transaction documents 
between Wainwright and the 
Glynn County School Sys-
tem were signed August 31, 
with 10 acres of property pur-
chased from Mike Fairman 
of Glynn Iron and Metal, and 
two acres acquired from the 
City of Brunswick.

The ten acres purchased 
from Fairman is adjacent to 

But this is only a short term 
fix until a permanent solution 
is available.

The long term fix for St. Si-
mons is an additional 14 inch 
sewer line from the north end 
to the Academy Creek Treat-
ment plant to supplement the 
existing 8 inch line that was 
originally put in to serve Sea 
Palms.

The north end has grown 
by hundreds and hundreds of 
homes since then without any 

Above: The JWSC town hall 
meeting to discuss their new 
policy on the allocation of 
sewer tap-in permits drew a 
standing-room only crowd of 
developers, builders, bankers 
and individual property 
owners.
Bottom: On the job just two 
weeks, JWSC Executive 
Director Jimmy Junkins 
(left to right) did most of the 
talking for the commission, 
as members Johnny Cason, 
Ronnie Perry and Tom Boland 
listen. Islander Staff Photos - Permar

Thank you First Responders, Glynn County Police, Brunswick Police, Glynn County Sheriff ’s Dept., Georgia 
Power, Glynn County Public Works, city and county staff, - all of you who worked to get the rest of us through 
the traffic, the storm, get our power back on, help us if we needed it, giving us peace of mind just because we knew 
you were there - on the job.


