
Charlie said. “I was unable to get to 
the hard packed sand by myself.”

Jekyll Island, in fact, does meet 
the letter of the law regarding beach 
access.

An October 15, 2015 letter to the 
Jekyll Island Authority from Mike 
Galifianakis, State Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) Coordinator,  
states The Title II “program accessi-
bility’’ requirement obligates the JIA to 
ensure that its services, programs, or 
activities, when viewed in their entire-
ty, are readily accessible to and usable 
by individuals with disabilities. No 
qualified individual can be excluded 
from participation because facilities 
are inaccessible to or unusable by in-
dividuals with disabilities.’ Moreover, 
there is no “grandfather clause” in the 
ADA that exempts older facilities.

The letter goes on to say: However, 
the law does strike a careful balance 
between increasing access for people 
with disabilities and recognizing the 
constraints many covered entities face, 
and Title II provides some flexibility in 
how the standard can be met by allow-
ing both structural and non-structural 
methods for achieving program acces-
sibility. In choosing among methods, 
JIA is required to give priority consid-
eration to providing access in the most 
integrated setting appropriate to the 
needs of individuals with disabilities.

Basically the ADA law is flexible.
According to Miller as well as 

Brunswick’s Steve Oldaker who is 
Chairman of the Brunswick Glynn 
County Mayor’s Committee on Ser-
vices for the Disabled and Chair of the 
Statewide Independent Living Coun-
cil of Georgia, the ADA law needs to 
be updated.

“The law hasn’t been updated. But 
technology has changed,” Miller said. 
“Beach accessibility, to me, is being 
able to get to the hard packed sand by 
myself.”

According to Miller he is able to get 
to Jekyll’s beach on the Sound side of 
the Island, but not the ocean side.

Miller is very independent. Being 
able to get on to the beach by himself is 
critical. He doesn’t want help. Getting 
on to Jekyll’s beach during the People 
First conference required the help of 
two strong men lifting his wheelchair.

On May 10, 2016, the U.S. Dept. of 
the Interior also weighed in on Jekyll 
Island’s compliance with the ADA ac-
cessibility requirements.

The letter said that based on in-
formation submitted by the JIA the 
Authority “has addressed reasonable 
modifications for improving accessi-
bility by incorporating beach access 
chairs equipped with balloon tires and 
safety belts which are available to all 
visitors for use at no cost on a first-
come, first-serve basis.”

Miller commented on the beach 
chairs that Jekyll offers to disabled 
persons. He pointed out that they have 
no brakes and that another person is 
needed to push the beach wheelchair.

“I can’t get into something that 

might roll while I am trying to get into 
it,” Miller said. “I don’t want to fall. 
Plus I am no longer independent if 
someone else has to push the chair.”

“JlA also installed accessible dune 
crossovers approved by the State 
ADA Architect which is in accordance 
with ADA standards; added signage 
throughout its beaches for visitors; 
and provided beach accessibility infor-
mation on its website.

In addition, the JIA published a free 
informational quarterly magazine on 
accessibility titled “Beachscape” avail-
able to the public, which is distributed 
at various outlets and locations on Je-
kyll Island.”

The letter also stated, incorrectly, 
that JIA had met many times with 
Oldaker for technical assistance with 
the beach accessibility standards.

In a May 18, 2016 e-mail to all par-
ties involved, Oldaker said in fact that 
he had no meetings or on-site visits 
with anyone from the JIA.

The e-mail also stated: “I did offer 
my assistance via e-mail and a formal 
letter to Mr. Jones Hooks which he ac-
knowledged in a response letter and 
said he would keep my contact infor-
mation on file.”

According to Oldaker, to date no 
one from the JIA has asked him for 
input.

Jekyll’s handicapped beach access 
was brought to the public’s attention 
by Widget Richards in May of last 
year. 

Ms. Richards was visiting Jekyll 
Island and was prompted to advocate 
for improved beach access on Jekyll 
during her stay at the Days Inn when 
she saw an elderly couple from New 
Jersey, the husband was wheelchair 
bound, leaving the island after hav-
ing arrived the day before because, 
despite research to the contrary which 
cited beach accessibility on Jekyll, she 
was unable to get her husband on the 
beach.

Ms. Richards has written letters 

and filed complaints with State ADA 
Coordinator’s Office, the Georgia 
Dept. of Natural Resources, and the 
U.S. Dept. of Interior.

The JIA has resisted extending the 
beach mats saying its Dept. of Natural 
Resources (DNR) permit does not al-
low for extending the mats although 
they did extend the mats 40 ft. in 2015.

According to June 2016 e-mails 
from the DNR, the JIA has not applied 
to extend their mat permit beyond the 
dune line. The DNR said they have not 

told JIA that such a permit would be 
denied and that the Authority needed 
to present a proposal.

On June 8, 2016, Nancy Gallagher, 
Senior Assistant Attorney General, 
Georgia Department of Law, sent an 
e-mail to Ms. Richards stating:

This office, and the Jekyll Island 
Authority, both consider the matter of 
placement of the “Mobi” matting at the 
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