Musgrove
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at Middle Road for 15 cars for people
who want to hike or bike into the
property.
Phase I is the northern most piece
of the Land Trust’s purchase and includes a little over 1,000 ft. of marsh
frontage and Musgrove Creek front as
well as the “imperiled” Native American shell middens.
This is the portion where the boat
launch will be located. According to local fishermen, familiar with Musgrove
Creek, the creek is tide restricted
meaning it needs to be used on a high
tide, and it dead ends into the marsh
to the north.
To get to deeper water which
would be Village Creek, you must
boat or kayak south past Musgrove
Plantation.
The land portion of Phase 2, which
is south of Phase I, and Phase 3, south
of Phase 2, do not front the marsh or
river.
The Land Trust has an option on
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Senate committee members last week.
While the bill’s goal was to make
administration of the Shore Protection Act more rational and efficient,
the method of establishing jurisdiction undermined it.
According to Constan, the bill failed
to take into account the best and latest scientific data on shoreline change
and coastal dynamics. She asked the
committee to consider tabling the bill
so input from coastal scientists and
conservation groups could be heard.
The amendment proposed three

Phase 4, south of Phase 3, which includes over 4,000 ft. of marsh frontage.
According to Pope the Land Trust is
in the process of designing the amenities. “We will replace the boat launch,”
he said, “but we will remove the hoist
and tear down the boat house.”
Pope also said there would be a
small dock next to the boat launch and
a fishing platform south of the launch
designed to Georgia Department of
Natural Resources (DNR) guidelines.
“We are not sure whether the bathrooms will be located near the boat
launch or at Middle Road,” Pope said.
To determine how many cars a day
would travel down Village Drive, Hall
said they used figures from Cannon’s
Point which is open three days a week.
In 2016 3,900 vehicles visited Cannon’s point which, she said, is fewer
than 30 cars a day.
Extrapolating from those numbers
Hall determined 9,000 cars a year
would visit the Musgrove Park. But
did say that they really don’t know.
Musgrove is planned to be open
seven days a week.
“The Land Trust will try to be good
new conditions establishing 25-foot
buffers starting at
• the ordinary high water mark
when there is an eroding shoreline
and no dune field.
• the toe on the landward side of an
existing dune field.
• the landward side of the crest of
a visible and functioning shoreline or
stabilization structure such as a rock
revetment, bulkhead or seawall.
One of the main objections to the
bill is that it would have limited the
jurisdictional boundary to 25 feet from
the landward edge of the dune field
and that it is difficult to determine
the actual edge of a dune field because
there are so many variables. p

neighbors,” Pope said. “We will try
to handle issues that come up. We
want people to consider the park an
amenity.”
There will be minimal construction, Pope said. “We are not exempt
from county and DNR rules and
regulations.”
“Right now the gate systems at
both Middle Road and the end of Village Drive are not yet worked out,” he
continued.
“There are practical day to day
issues that need to be determined
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including reservation issues,” he said.
The reservation issues refer to the
need for a reservation to launch a boat
from the park.
“We have learned from Cannon’s
Point,” Hall said. “We will probably
use some of the management techniques for Musgrove that we use at
Cannon’s Point.”
Those techniques include the gate
system and launch policy she said.
All activities at Musgrove will be
consistent with conservation activities. p

