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The Sea Island Spit Project:
False Claims and Conspicuous Omissions
n a recent letter to the editor, Sea Island Acquisition (SIA) alleged that columnist Dick Yarbrough and Pierre
Howard, former Lt. Governor and current President of Georgia Conservancy, — in questioning the wisdom
of the Spit project on the south end of Sea Island — have risked their credibility by failing to get their facts
straight. The reality is that SIA’s effort to punish the messengers who delivered an unwelcomed commentary has cost it credibility and worsened its cause by making unfounded claims and omitting revealing details about a project that is both reckless and illegal.

I

Claim: SIA President Scott Steilen asks why such prominent public figures as Dick Yarbrough and Pierre
Howard would criticize the Spit project and “risk their credibility without first checking the facts.”
Truth: The answer is they wouldn’t. Men of high integrity, such as Dick Yarbrough and Pierre Howard,
most certainly would not go on record publicly about anything without first checking their facts.

Claim: Plat approval by the Islands Planning Commission was done in full compliance with the law.
Truth: The plat’s approval is tainted by multiple, documented violations of zoning rules and procedures. The planning commission was just plain wrong about the legal requirements of the ordinance
and erred in sanctioning this project. SIA is attempting to gain legitimacy for the project by exploiting
this error.

Claim: The Spit project will have lower density than allowed by the 2004 rezoning.
Truth: Building at lower density in an area that wasn’t approved for any development at all in the 2004
rezoning is a contrived and misleading assertion. The truth is that the 2004 Concept Plan for this
Planned Development project did not include ANY development past the condos that already have
been built, a fact SIA is now ignoring in an effort to gain unwarranted legitimacy for the project.
Claim: The area will not be eligible for federally subsidized flood insurance.
Truth: What was left unsaid is that the REASON for the ban on government-backed insurance and disaster relief is the Spit has been federally classified as an area unfit for development due to its extreme
risk from erosion, flooding and storm surge. The Spit is the ONLY area of Sea Island so classified.

Claim: The Cloister Reserve project has the same topography and geology as the adjacent condo property.
Truth: Unlike the condo property, the oceanfront area of the new project is dangerously eroding. In fact, the
tax parcel containing the shorefront area for the proposed 8 lots (see map below) is more than half under
water, having eroded over 200 feet since it was surveyed, and about 100 feet just in the past 10 years. At
the current erosion rate, within 25 years there will be no land in this project above water, giving new meaning to the term “Buyer Beware.”

Claim: Private property rights would be threatened if the Spit project were denied.
Truth: Development of the Spit will accelerate erosion, impede the sand-sharing system, and threaten
the adjacent shoreline of St. Simons Island. Does SIA’s concept of property rights include an unrestricted right to jeopardize the property of others and damage public resources as well?

Claim: SIA takes its conservation mission seriously and practices sound environmental stewardship.
Truth: Given its impacts on the Spit’s extreme natural fragility, exposure to hazards, and risks to
nearby developed beachfront areas, this project calls into question SIA’s self-professed interest in protecting the environment. Such claims cannot be taken seriously when SIA is giving priority to quick
profits at the expense of priceless natural assets, neighboring property and public safety.
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Contrary to SIA’s message...
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• The Spit project must go back to the county
commission for reconsideration.
And, on a practical leve
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level,
cannotlevel,
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• The Planning Commission’s illegal approval of
the projectyshould be rejected.
• The area south of the condos should be properly
rezoned conservation/preservation.

To learn more and find out how you can help, visit
www.SaveTheSpitGA.org

