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Sea turtle nesting off to a great start  
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Dawn rises over Jekyll Island as a nesting mother turtle lays her clutch of eggs in the dunes on 

May 23. 
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Beach patrols say they are excited about the number of turtles coming ashore to deposit their 

eggs. 
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They’re counting more nests along Jekyll Island’s beach and other beaches earlier in the turtle 

nesting season than last year. The nesting season generally begins in May and lasts through 

October. 

The larger number is not a surprise to everyone. 

“Dr. Brian Shamblin, a sea turtle researcher at the University of Georgia, has predicted a high 

nesting number this year,” said Kimberly Andrews, research coordinator at the Georgia Sea 

Turtle Center on Jekyll Island. 

The first nest, found on Jekyll Island May 8, was a loggerhead, a returner from the 2011 season. 

A wildlife conservation lab graduate student happened upon the nester while on a late-night 

beach walk. 

On May 23, a loggerhead sea turtle emerged from the surf at 5:30 a.m. on the southern shore of 

Jekyll Island, creating nest No. 18. Officials at the center called it the island’s first “new” sea 

turtle of the season. It had no previous tags or tag scars. 

“Our night and dawn sea turtle patrol teams were able to watch her entire nesting process in 

daylight, making for a great photo opportunity and a special memory,” Andrews said. 

As of Friday, there were 29 nests on Jekyll and 361 total on Georgia beaches. 

For Jekyll, that’s 20 more than this time in 2014. 

More could have landed on the beach. Jekyll has had 38 false crawls, among 297 statewide. 

Andrews said crews have encountered 19 unique females – three new turtles that have never 

been tagged before and 16 that are returning to Jekyll for another season. 

Endangered loggerhead sea turtles are the state’s most common species. So far, 363 loggerheads 

have nested in Georgia. 

More rare species, like the green, Kemp’s Ridley and leatherback sea turtles, also make 

appearances on the state’s shoreline. 

Cumberland Island boasts the highest number of nests so far, with 95 as of May 29. Ossabaw 

Island had 58 nests at that time and Blackbeard had 43. 

St. Catherine’s comes in just above Jekyll and Sapelo’s 29 nests, with 35 as of Friday. None had 

been reported on St. Simons Island as of last week. Tybee Island has had two. 

Sea turtles tend to favor undeveloped beaches, like those on Cumberland Island, because lights, 

nighttime activity and other distractions can be a threat to nesting. 



Biologists with the Georgia Department of Natural Resources monitor the state’s coastline for 

nesting sea turtles, and researchers at the Georgia Sea Turtle Center will continue to watch Jekyll 

Island’s shore until the end of nesting season. 

Jekyll Island residents and visitors have an opportunity to become involved in sea turtle research 

by accompanying turtle center biologists on early morning patrols and late night walks. 

The Ride With the Night Patrol program, as well as a Dawn Patrol program, allow participants to 

see Jekyll Island’s sea turtle monitoring project with experienced biologists. 

Night patrols will be offered daily through July or until the end of nesting season. Dawn patrols 

will also be offered daily and will begin in August. 

Reservations are required and can be made by calling the sea turtle center at 635-4444 or signing 

up online at www.georgiaseatutrlecenter.org under the reservations tab. 

Sea turtles are a federally protected species and approaching them is permissible under research 

permit only. 

To follow the progress of nests on Jekyll, go to: http://gstc.jekyllisland.com/support-us/nest-

trackers. 

Reporter Donna Stillinger writes about government and other local topics. Contact her at 

dstillinger@thebrunswicknews.com or at 265-8320, ext. 321. 
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