
 

Notes from the 7 March 2018 Jekyll Island Town Hall meeting by Jekyll resident Pete Dillon: 
 
1) Public Safety Director Jason Richardson's last day is Friday, 9 March. He will be deploying to 
Afghanistan as a contractor after receiving training in Texas. 
 
2) The revetment project bids are due 29 March and a contractor will be chosen by 17 April. 
Jekyll Island has received $8 million to fix the Johnson Rocks along the north shore. While JIA 
does use snow/sand fencing to protect and repair the dunes, it can't stop shore erosion and it 
also requires permits from the DNR. Sand nourishment is expensive and has both political and 
ecological issues so it isn't being considered to repair the north shoreline. 
 
3) The fences being put up near the south water tower are to control foot traffic to the beach. 
 
4) JIA has discussed the aggressive tree trimming with Georgia Power. The contractor Georgia 
Power is using should be using a lighter hand. 
 
5) JIA is spending $35,000 this year to reforest areas damaged by the last two hurricanes and 
the wild fire. Thanks to the Rotary and others for helping with the tree planting. 
 
6) SPLOST money for paving: There will probably be enough money in the account to pave the 
cross streets along new Old Plantation in April. The next streets after that will be Ogden, Barnes 
and Forest. JIA is doing a test with a concrete radius on Dexter to see if it holds up better under 
the garbage truck's weight. 
 
7) The Clam Creek Bike Path: DNR has suggested that JIA look to FEMA/GEMA to get mitigation 
money for the bridges wiped out by Hurricane Irma. Ideas include a portable aluminum bridge. 
JIA is still trying to get money from GEMA for Hurricane Matthew so it could take years if JIA 
goes that route. 
 
8) Other bike paths: Some bike paths really need repair but there is no money to do a proper 
long-lasting job right now. JIA would rather not just throw down asphalt that would only have 
to be repaired again in a few years. The Causeway Bike path only had enough funding to pave a 
quarter mile and required a lot of bureaucratic hoop jumping. It might be faster and easier for 
JIA to finish the job on its own and not seek an outside grant. The bike path around the 
museum/MOSAiC will be re-routed once construction begins. The bike paths in the maritime 
forest need maintenance. 
 
9) MOSAiC: The stable (museum) is infested with insects and has to be fumigated before 
construction can begin. It can only be fumigated after a few days in the 70s. The horse carriages 
have been relocated to a building at the amphitheater; the sales office is in a building near the 
wharf. The carriages will not be coming back to the museum. 
10) Online billing for water and sewer may be expanded to include the fire fee and lot leases. 
Online billing is optional. Sign up instructions will be included with the April bill. 
 



 

11) Home2Suites construction begins next week. More handicapped parking will be included in 
the Beach Village. The Quality Inn is in month 12 of an 18-month renovation. The Beachview 
Club should be open in April/May with 37 renovated rooms as part of the Holiday Inn. 
 
12) Permitting is underway for landscaping and irrigation in back of the Beachview Club and the 
Holiday Inn. The access at the north parking lot (near to the Holiday Inn) will be upgraded to be 
ADA compliant and will include an overlook platform. The north parking lot area has been 
approved for $1.6 million improvements to make it similar to Great Dunes Park. At the south 
parking lot (between the Jekyll Ocean Suites and Days Inn) will be upgraded with a beach 
house/bathrooms, ADA crossover and landscaping. 
 
13) JIA has signed a contract with Sand County Studio to conduct a capacity study for the island. 
 
14) McCormick's will be renovated starting in June with new flooring, bathrooms, and furniture. 
The renovation was delayed due to Hurricane Irma. McCormick's hours may be expanded to 
match golf operations but there is no plan to start serving dinner. There are plenty of other 
dinner options on the island. Addressing golf course recommendations will not be considered 
until the capacity study is completed. 
 
15) JIA is dealing with the property owner of 311 Old Plantation. 
 
16) JIA has no position on off-shore oil drilling because Governor Deal has no position on oil 
drilling. 
 
17) The owners of the Marina have not submitted any development plans to JIA. Any planned 
construction there must be approved by JIA. 
 
18) For Rent signs must be submitted to the Ordinance Office before being displayed.  
 
19) JIA is hiring another ranger so that an enforcement presence is available 7 days a week 
starting in May. People have been ignoring the "no dogs" ordinance on the south side of the 
island and the leash ordinance on the island. 
 
20) JIA cannot enforce speeding laws; that is the job of the Georgia State Patrol (GSP). 
Complaints about speeding and other traffic infractions should be brought to their attention 
either by calling or visiting their office at the Welcome Center. 
 
21) The Army Corps of Engineers is the lead for dredging Jekyll Creek. They may have some 
money and JIA is awaiting an announcement to see what they will be doing. 
 
22) JIA is in the midst of spending $330,000 to upgrade the water treatment plant. They are 
also doing a lot of preventative maintenance with the water/sewer system. 
 



 

23) It is too expensive to bury the power lines on the island, there is no money for it, and 
Georgia Power does not support it. The company claims it is too difficult to troubleshoot 
problems and conduct repairs. 
 
24) DNR has not issued a permit for the crossover at Albright to go over the rocks. 
 
25) The new Jekyll Ocean Suites reportedly has a sulfur smell in the bathrooms and restaurant. 
The issue should be addressed with the hotel management. 
 
26) JIA monitors the deer population on the island. They estimate there are 180 deer per 
square mile or about 700-800 deer on the island. DNR recommends a healthy population at 30 
deer per square mile. JIA is studying the problem with UGA. The bobcats have no significant 
impact on the deer population. 
 


